I am delighted to have taken over as Editor-in-Chief of Medicine, Science and the Law from 1st January 2019, and I look forward to working with SAGE and the British Academy of Forensic Sciences in the coming years to ensure that the journal remains both relevant and cutting-edge. I would also like to take a moment to thank my predecessor, Professor Peter Vanezis, for all his hard work with the journal over the years and to wish him all the best for the future.
As the official journal of the British Academy of Forensic Sciences, Medicine, Science and the Law has a long and distinguished history stretching back almost 60 years. It is to the credit of the editorial board, the journal's reviewers and its authors that the journal has continued to succeed in providing clinically and academically useful material throughout its tenure, and I thank them all for working to enable this. It is no easy task, particularly given the multidisciplinary and potentially disparate nature of this journal-covering subjects as wide-ranging as forensic anthropology, forensic medicine, forensic science, forensic pathology, forensic psychiatry and the law, with legal frameworks operating across multiple jurisdictions. Yet, there is a vital intersection between all of these areas and it is the medico-legal or forensic context in which they operate and seek to develop. It is this intersection -the forensic intersection -where this journal will remain, dedicated to advancing the study of the complex range of subjects that also occupy that same space.
This particular edition of the journal leads into 2019 with a series of original and review articles and case reports that reflect its multifaceted nature. Case reports remain an important way in which we can learn from unexpected or unique events and clinical findings, and they retain a key role in Medicine, Science and the Law. In this edition, Manzoni et al., from Brescia, Italy, reconstruct the discovery of a double murder using decomposed human remains, with subsequent homicide conviction through the courts. Xiao et al., from Guangdong, P.R. China, describe a case in which postmortem surface tyre imprints have been caused by a collision, rather than by being run over as had initially been assumed. Kazuhiko et al., from Tokyo, Japan, describe an unusual case of delayed death due to carotid artery traumatic dissection months after an initial suicide attempt by hanging. Continuing with the suicide theme, Byard and colleagues from Adelaide, Australia, in their original article, reviewed autopsy files over a 15-year period and found just one example of suicide by nitrogen inhalation involving two people as part of a suicide pact.
The edition also contains five further original articles. Curley et al., from Edinburgh, UK, use case vignettes to study jury verdicts in relation to the not proven verdict that is available alongside guilty and not guilty verdicts in Scotland, and their findings are of relevance to jury decision making. In their study, a not guilty verdict is less likely when a third not proven option is also available. Hill et al., from Southampton, UK, describe changes in the number of restricted patients in secure services in England and Wales over the 14-year period from 2003. An increase in the provision of forensic beds has also been seen in other countries in Europe and the wider world, and some of the possible reasons, including the phenomenon of de-institutionalisation followed by trans-institutionalisation, are explored.
Chindemi and colleagues from Verona, Italy, describe autophagy pathways in drug abusers following autopsy and suggest a possible tissue-based rationale for the detection of drug-related deaths. Usumoto and colleagues, from Yokohama, Japan, describe the first study estimating post-mortem intervals using blood-colour spectrophotometric values. Sikary, from Haryana, India, describes a positive correlation between height and maximum overhead reach within forensic settings, suggesting its usefulness in understanding some scenarios, such as hangings.
Finally, in their review, Baryah et al., from Chandigarh describe the development of forensic anthropology as a speciality in India and compare this unfavourably with developments in other parts of the world. They conclude by providing a useful framework to progress the field in India through training and national and international collaborations.
The introduction of a new editorial voice is a feature that will continue in subsequent editions to allow more direct communication with readers and, from time to time, the announcement of developments as they arise within the British Academy of Forensic Sciences. I hope you will it useful and trust that you will enjoy this edition.
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